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dangerous but enviable position as Commander-in-Chief,
China. We will imagine that a state of strained relations
exists between Japan and England, and that on August 25
the Admiral, who is at Hongkong, receives the following
telegraphic instructions from the Admiralty :

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF,
CHINA
1.  The situation as regards Japan is very delicate.  It is
feared that the worst may happen and war may break out.
2.  The   attitudes    of other   countries  are   somewhat   as
follows :
(a)  China has concluded a secret alliance with us and the
U.S.A. appears well disposed. Some time may, however,
elapse before either of these countries declare war on
Japan.
(b)  Holland will ostensibly be neutral, but we have reached
an understanding with her whereby she will give us
all facilities.
(c)   Other countries may  be expected to remain neutral,
but   many will join us in an economic blockade of
Japan.
(d)  The attitude of Soviet Russia is still uncertain, but she
inclines to favour Japan.
3.  The Fleet under your command should be prepared for
war and you should be guided by the following general in-
structions :
(a)  Such ships as you may consider suitable should be sent
at once to Japanese waters to watch and report on the
movements of the Japanese Fleet, and to attack it if war
breaks out.
(b)  Ships should be sent to Japanese waters, to the Straits of
Korea,  the Sea of Japan,  the Yellow  Sea, and   the
China Sea in particular, to attack Japanese communica-
tions.
(c)  With your big cruisers, destroyers, and submarines, you
should endeavour to prevent the Japanese from attacking
Honkong and Singapore and to keep the Japanese Fleet
in northern waters.
(d)  The Battle Fleet is leaving European waters at once to
support you and the garrisons of Hongkong and Singa-
pore.